
   
 

 
Media Release 

Highlights of May 20, 2025 Board Meeting 
 
Upcoming projects/Learning/Other 
 
Superintendent Andrew Samoil, provided a summary of recent school activities and 
upcoming events in the school district.   
 
On April 29th, students, staff, along with representative Rightsholders and 
stakeholders gathered at PRMS for the K’amgootga Lax Yuup (PRMS blessing of 
the land).  Smooygit Githoon - Alex Campbell, led the blessing ceremony for the 
site.  Once the site was blessed, photos were taken of Rightsholders and 
stakeholders breaking the ground with golden shovels.  Marlene Clifton led the 
student drummers in songs.  Many thanks to the Indigenous Education department 
for assisting in this event. 
 
Cassidy Nelson and Emery Russell-Hooker were successful in their audition for the 
MusicFest Soho Sound Canadian Junior Honour Band.   
 
The CHSS U15 Girls Volleyball team won GOLD at the indoor provincials in 
Abbotsford. 
 
Students and staff around the district honored the National Day of Awareness for 
Missing and Murdered Indigenous Women and Girls and two spirited people (Red 
Dress Day) on May 5th.  CHSS walked the track in memory and recognition of 
MMIWG2S and the Gitwaas Drum Group, led by the young matriarchs drummed 
through the school. 
 
Student learning surveys have continued around the District and were completed 
by May 9th. 
 
Family fun nights and other family welcoming evenings have occurred at many 
elementary schools. 
 
Track and Field practices and meets have been ongoing at all schools.  
 
 



   
 
Early Learning & Child Care 
 
Elementary Schools are planning “Play in The Kindergarten “sessions for the month 
of June to welcome in new students before they start school in September. Conrad 
and Pineridge schools have had a particularly good turnout so far with this 
initiative. Welcome to Kindergarten at most elementary schools will take place 
during the first week of September. The ECE Dual credit courses have been 
successful with 18 students from CHSS and PCS completing 2 courses in June. 
Students will be eligible to apply for an ECEA (Early Childhood Educator Assistant) 
certificate. This program is a part of the recruitment strategy for the new child care 
facility opening in October of 2027.  
 
2025-26 Annual Budget and Bylaw 
 
The Board of Education gave the first reading to adopt the annual budget for 2025-
26.  The total budget bylaw amount is $38,258,616 for the 2025-26 fiscal year. 
 
Board Chair, Kate Toye expressed "We are very grateful for the diligent work done by 
our financial team to bring two scenarios for the board to review for the 2025/2026 
budget. We are aware of the amount of time and effort that has gone into creating 
these scenarios to ensure that our district is able to operate at status quo for the 
upcoming school year, which translates into as little impact as possible on our 
students and the classroom. 
 As our funding is based on student enrollment it is increasingly difficult to maintain 
and enhance our services to the school community, but with continued staff and 
public consultation the Board will present a balanced budget to the Ministry of 
Education and Child Care. 
We also want to ensure our community knows that at this time the board has only 
completed a first reading. Changes can be made at any time to a bylaw between the 
first, second, and/or third reading. Readings of a bylaw are separated to allow for the 
community to understand the direction that the board is going and to provide 
feedback through proper means to that direction before a final decision is made.  
While it is true that the board makes the final decision on the budget, I want to assure 
the community that we have created numerous opportunities to listen to and 
incorporate their voices." 
 
 
 



   
 
Policy Committee Work 
 
The Board of Education approved three policies for distribution to the district’s 
partner groups for their review and comment: 
 

6710 – Records Management Policy. 
2330 – Service Awards Policy 
5120 – Naming Policy 

 
The Board of Education appreciates input on proposed policy changes from all 
district partner groups. 
  
 
 
Upcoming Events 
  
June 13, 2025 
 
June 17, 2025 
 
June 19, 2025 
 
June 21, 2025 
 
June 26, 2025 
 
June 27, 2025 
 

CHSS Commencement 
 
Board of Education Meeting 
 
PCS Commencement 
 
National Indigenous Peoples Day 
 
Last Day of School 
 
Administrative Day 

Sept 2, 2025 
 

First Day of School 
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Kate Toye 
Chair 
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 Andrew Samoil 
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