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April 28, 2025 Press Release - New school in Prince Rupert

In April 2024, the Ministry of Education and Child Care approved $67 million in funding to
support the construction of a new school to replace Prince Rupert Middle School (PRMS). The
school is in poor condition and predominantly functionally obsolete. As outlined in the Long-
Range Facilities Plan and Concept Plan report, the facility is not a practical candidate for
renovation or retrofit due to current and ongoing foundation issues, the seismic risk associated
with this site, and the misalignment of the current space with the educational needs of the
school and district.

The replacement of the school aligns with the Ministry of Education and Childcare (the
“Ministry”) current Education Service Plan priorities. Supporting this project will ensure
students, staff, and the entire school community are provided with a contemporary, engaging,
forward-looking and seismically safe environment in which to flourish. The new replacement
school will:

® Support for Government's Universal childcare plan (Minister of State for Child Care
Accountability Statement, February 2022)

® Provision of public education and access to affordable, culturally safe childcare as critical
to reconciliation and supporting sustainable and equitable growth of child care spaces

® Opportunity to implement “meaningful consultation with Indigenous people”

® Meeting greenhouse gas reduction targets and Supporting ongoing economic recovery
in B.C.

® Enhancing education experiences and offering engaging learning opportunities

® Supporting healthy and effective learning environments

® Support local school meal programs

® Continue to build and improve schools across the province, ensuring that capital funding

is allocated to deliver safe, modern, and inspiring learning environments

Building a replacement school in the same location as the current PRMS has been a top priority
for the Prince Rupert School Board since 2015. Over the past decade PRMS has seen some
student population growth, and the projections for the future are a significant increase in
student enrollment. The current school building has reached its designed life and it became
an urgent need for an accessible, seismically safe school, modern school.
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The new facility will conform to Ministry area standards and has been designed to meet a LEED-
Gold Certification, achieving at minimum 6 energy-efficiency credits in line with Green House Gas
emission reduction goals. The facility design will include considerations for energy-use reduction
& reduced energy costs, and Green-House Gas emission reductions. The use of Mass Timber in
select portions of the facility will be evident in the replacement school.

In 2022/23, PRMS had an enrollment of 436 Students. Based on the revised numbers, it is
projected that PRMS will see over 47% growth by 2037, reaching a projected enrolment of 588
students.

417 9th Ave West, Prince Rupert

600 students (Gr. 6 to 8)

5,500 square meters (Including a neighborhood
learning centre)

KMBR Architects Planners Inc. (Vancouver)

2 story
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Current Process

To advance the design and construction of a new school, Prince Rupert School District #52
must obtain the necessary approvals from the City of Prince Rupert, including a rezoning,
development permit and building permit. The rezoning application will address minor
changes to the current zoning that was established many years ago.

The city permit processes are critical steps in aligning the project with the current
context while ensuring it adheres to modern building codes, sustainability
standards and overall design principles.
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Community members have been invited to share their feedback during the design process
through surveys and public meetings. Inherent rights holders have and will continue to be
consulted throughout the building design and construction process.

SD #52 Board Chair Kate Toye "It is with great excitement that we are seeing the
replacement of our middle school come to fruition. Numerous individuals and partnerships
over many years have held this rebuild as a high priority and | am grateful for their
intentional work that allows up to be here today for this momentous moment. | do believe
anything is possible in partnership."

The new school is expected to be completed by September 1, 2027.

For further information please contact Superintendent Andrew Samoil at 250-627-2104.



