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Media Release
Highlights of April 15, 2025 Board Meeting

Presenter - Michael McDowall, French Immersion Experiences Canada

Judy Riddell and Kim Williams presented on the Roots of Empathy Program in
School District No. 52.

They reviewed all of the programs and how a parent and their baby visit the
classroom over the school year. Students are very interested in the baby's
developments. Research has found that children in the Roots of Empathy program
experience an increase in prosocial behaviours, an increase in empathy and a
decrease in aggressive behaviours, including bullying.

They shared positive testimonials from staff and students who have participated in
this program. There have been 69 programs reaching 1725 students since 2004.
These class experiential learning opportunities for children in Prince Rupert have
proven to be beneficial to students.

Board Chair, Kate Toye expressed “We are so very grateful to have this presentation
tonight sharing the importance of empathy in our school system, specifically the
empathy that is inherent in our students. By bringing the Roots of Empathy into our
classrooms children get to be curious about the empathy that they feel arising within
themselves in the presence of their "tiny teachers", the babies that are the Roots of
Empathy teachers. Partnerships allow for so many wonderful things to happen in our
school community, and for that we are thankful to the Berry Patch, and the families
that share their babies with our community for this beautiful partnership. | have been
fortunate enough to have been through the program twice with two of my own
babies and the relationships, wonder, celebration, and curiosity of the students is
palpable. This program is wonderful for all of the people that it reaches, the students,
the "tiny teachers", the parents, the facilitator, the classroom teacher(s) and truly the
whole school community.”

Upcoming projects/Learning/Other

Superintendent Andrew Samoil, provided a summary of recent school activities and
upcoming events in the school district.

Both the CHSS Concert band and Jazz band earned silver at the Pacific Northwest
Music Festival. The Jazz band received the top mark in the Senior Jazz division.
Staff and students from PCS and CHSS and Hartley Bay attended the Indspire
conference in Vancouver. This is an Indigenous Youth Empowerment gathering.
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Indigenous high school students from across the country learned about career and
post-secondary education options by participating in interesting, informative and
engaging workshops. This was a positive, enjoyable experience for all who
attended.

Senior students from Hartley Bay School had the opportunity to hunt/harvest seal,
encompassing the entire process from hunting to skinning, preparing the skin
through tanning, extracting grease from the seal’s fat, and preparing the meat for
a communal feast.

French program updates include “Welcome to French Immersion” sessions,
Carnaval de Roosevelt, Carnaval de PRMS and Vancouver based Théatre Seizieme
will be performing a theatre piece for French Immersion students at Roosevelt Park
for students K-8.

Indigenous Education:

The Indigenous Education Department continues to do monthly seasonal learning
with elementary schools with a focus on herring eggs this month. The year-end
session for changing results for young children was on April 10 continuing the
theme of place based and land-based learning with activities at the Salt Water
Marsh and an accumulative project at Wap Sigatgyet. April 24" Wap Sigatgyet will
be hosting at team from SD54 who would like to collaborate and learn more about
teaching Indigenous focused courses.

Early Learning & Child Care:

Early Learning updates include “Ready, Set, Learn sessions at each elementary
school as well as an evening session at the Family Connection Centre. The Conrad
Seamless Day Kindergarten child care program is accepting registrations for the
summer. The program will run from July 2 to August 15. The Roosevelt before and
after school child care program is fully licensed and is accepting registrations.
Request form Proposal has been sent out for architectural and sub-consultant
services for the new child care facility.

Policy Committee Work
The Board of Education approved the policies:

6280 — District Conflict of Interest Policy.
6290 - Trustee Conflict of Interest Policy



Upcoming Events
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April 25, 2025
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May 16, 2025

May 19, 2025

May 20, 2025
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