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Media Release
Highlights of February 18, 2025 Board Meeting

Presenter - Andree Michaud, Social Emotional Learning

Andree Michaud, Principal of Pineridge Elementary School presented on the
importance of Social Emotional Learning. Many students have anxiety and need a
safe space to go where with minimal interruption to their learning and the learning
of others. Pineridge Elementary has an “Ocean Room” that is used for this purpose
for all students. The students will find a sparkly wall, a trampoline, a spinning chair,
a squeezing pod, roller, etc in this room. The “calming corner” is a spot where
students can go and decompress when needed. This year for the Spirit of Healthy
kids challenge, Pineridge chose to focus on self-regulation. Students practiced
meditation, yoga and breathing daily. Students were very committed to this
process for the three-week duration. Students and staff have benefitted from this
exercise and continue to use the techniques they have learned in daily learning.

Chair Toye expressed "It is with deep gratitude that the board thanks you M. Michaud
and your team for making it a priority to create space and time for students and staff
to connect with their breath and be reminded of this incredible resource that is
available to calm our nervous system at any given time. It is wonderful that students
and staff are given these opportunities to intentionally breath together as we know
children aren't able to self-regulate, sharing the calming of the nervous system
together allows children to co-regulate from a regulated adult.”

Upcoming projects/Learning/Other

Superintendent Andrew Samoil, provided a summary of recent school activities and
upcoming events in the school district.

Students from the French Immersion program went to Quebec as part of an
Exchange program. The twin school is expected to visit here in May.

Ms. Clifton’s First Nations Art 11/12 class hosted their second annual art show. This
year, students created stunning designs and hand painted beautiful artwork on
drums. Students were pleasantly surprised when Mr. Nelson and Ms. Clifton
announced that they would get to keep their drums.

Students in Ms. Smithanik’s Science for Citizens 11 learned about applications of
Science through a blood typing lab.

The students performing in Drama Fest have been busy rehearsing and making
costumes including beautiful crest masks.
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Cam Hill from Hartley Bay donated clams to CHSS. Mr. Janz taught students in Ms.
Offut’s class how to shuck and clean them.

Two students from PRMS, Cassidy Nelson and Emery Russell-Hooker, auditioned
for the Canadian Junior Honour Band and have been accepted! They will receive a
master class from a University of Lethbridge instructor, and a couple of full band
rehearsals via zoom. Then they will record their parts and a video will be released
in Music Monday (May 5).

Literacy week at elementary schools included book-tasting events, Facebook
conversations around literacy, and book swaps.

All-Native Basketball tournament was held Feb 8-15. Many classes visited the rec
center to watch the teams play.

Indigenous Implementation Day was on Feb 14. Presentations from Dr. Dustin
Louie, Cam Hill and Lauryn Leask presented her Capstone project. Leona Prince
from the Ministry of Education and Child Care spoke on self-care to close the
session.

Flash light reading nights at some elementary schools. Students came for a fun
night of reading by flashlight with snacks and prizes.

Early Learning & Child Care:

The Kindergarten registration party at Conrad school on February 4" was an
enormous success. Eleven students registered for Kindergarten. This event was
planned by the SEY2YT (Strengthening Early Years To Kindergarten Transitions)
team from Conrad School. The main attraction was the bouncy castle and free
popcorn.

The District and Community partners are meeting to plan a similar event on a much
larger scale. The event will be an Early Learning Fair held at Roosevelt School. The
date is yet to be determined. The purpose of these early learning events is to
encourage families to register their child for Kindergarten as soon as possible so
they can be invited into schools for pre-kindergarten events such as: Play in the K,
Ready, Set, Learn and Welcome to Kindergarten.

Policy Committee Work
The Board of Education is seeking input from partner groups on the policy:
6110- Student Code of Conduct Policy
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Upcoming Events

February 22, 2025 Provincial Council

March 6 & 7, 2025 Board Chair/Superintendent/BCASBO and PL
meetings

March 11, 2025 Board of Education Meeting

March 17-28, 2025 Spring Break

Contact Persons:

Kate Toye Andrew Samoil
Chair Superintendent
Board of Education Board of Education

Kate.Toye@sd52.bc.ca (250) 624-6717



