
   
 

 
Media Release 

Highlights of November 19, 2024 Board Meeting 
 
Presenter – Vice-Principal Christine Danroth – Pacific Coast School 
 
Superintendent Andrew Samoil introduced Vice-Principal Ms. Danroth along with 
students Syndee Weick and Jessica Pollack who presented on their experiences at 
PCS this year. 
 
Students have been working on a quilt with Ms. Rice.  Ms. Rice has also been 
making arm bands for students which has their family/house crest on them.  
 
The students also reported on their work on skill building, 10-week course terms, 
self-advocating, resilience, kindness, finding strengths. 
 
Some stretches(challenges) students face; food and housing insecurities, 
addictions, and trauma.  Every day students work on being kind, getting a fresh 
start, emotional and academic support, consistency and trying to have fun. 
 
Pacific Coast School hosted a harvest lunch for students, families, and friends.  Ms. 
Rice and the students cooked everything for this meal.  The students report they 
had lots of Halloween fun too.  They continue to learn about Indigenous culture 
almost every day.  They went on an eulachan run with Indigenous Education 
department staff and students still talk about how much they enjoyed this.  
 
Students are creating a lifeline project and have received a $30,000 grant from the 
Kaien Aboriginal Community Society.  They will use these funds to purchase 
technology (20 laptops), along with the purchase of food and emergency clothing. 
There is an Indigenous youth group this year and they have a survey out right now 
for the students around mental health support and addiction supports. Lastly for 
outdoor learning students visited the fish hatchery and students made incline 
meters to figure out the height of the Highliner Hotel using a straw, penny and 
string.  (They found the Highliner is 144 feet tall)  
 
Chair Toye thanked Ms. Danroth and her students for their wonderful presentation.  
"It is wonderful to see all that is happening at PCS, and to hear these students share 
how they see they are excelling in this environment, how they feel connected to the 



   
 
school community, and how they are being offered many ways to learn within the 
classroom and outside of the classroom." 
 
Upcoming projects/Learning/Other 
 
Superintendent Samoil, provided a summary of recent school activities and 
upcoming events in the school district.  The cross-country, soccer and volleyball 
teams at Charles Hays Secondary School have all be very successful in winning zone 
championships and either competed in Provincial Championships already, or are 
headed that way. 
The Breakfast club of Canada school wide breakfasts are happening within the next 
month.   
Each school held assemblies to honor National Indigenous Veterans Day and 
Remembrance Day.   
UNBC is offering a teacher training program with a cohort here in Prince Rupert 
starting in September.  
 
Early Learning update  
 
The district is currently in the process of licensing another Before and After School 
Care program at Roosevelt to begin September 2025.   
Conrad Elementary “Strengthening Early Years to Kindergarten Transitions” are 
planning a “Play in the K” and “Family Craft night”.  Five classes will participate in 
the Roots of Empathy program (three at Conrad and two at Roosevelt) 
 
Indigenous Education Report 
 
Behind the scenes, the Language authority and the Indigenous Education 
department have been doing ongoing work with archiving, digitizing and editing 
curriculum documents.  Indigenous Ed has had a lot of translations requests from 
outside the school district.  Our District has 12 years of curriculum development 
which fills many binders. The Indigenous Ed department has now finished 
reviewing all of those binders.  
 
Ms. Edzerza (District Principal Indigenous Education) and Ms. Leighton-Stephens 
(Ts'msyen Sm'algya̱x Language Authority) were Invited to the Office of the 
Commissioner of Indigenous Languages in Richmond on Oct 15 & 16.  This was to 



   
 
advocate for Indigenous Languages across Canada where they participated in 
meaningful dialogue.  
 
The newly structured Indigenous Education Council meeting was held on Oct 9 
with local rights holders as per Bill 40.  The next meeting will be in January or 
February to continue work of new terms of reference. They have been doing 
collaborative work with Kim Spencer.  
 
 Lori Burger (District Vice Principal Truth and Reconciliation) is working on 
decolonizing school libraries and to bring in authentic Indigenous resources.   
 
The Student Leadership Group, led by Lori Burger and Lucy Trimble at PCS, CHSS 
and PRMS has been meeting this year. 
 
Indigenous Ed has been supporting inquires at schools connected to literacy and 
numeracy.  Drumming with Marlene Clifton is scheduled for the last week of 
November in all district schools. 
 
Policy Committee Work 
 
The Board of Education approved the policies: 

5310 – Volunteer Policy 
6110 – Vision, Mission and Foundational Principles Policy 
6130 – Role of the Board Policy 
 

The Board of Education is seeking input from partner groups on the policies: 
 7220 – Purchasing Policy 
 7410 – Audit Services Policy 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



   
 
  
Upcoming Events 
  
October 25, 2024 
 
October 25 & 26, 2024 
 
November 5, 2024 
 
November 7 & 8, 2024 
 
November 11, 2024 
 
November 19, 2024 
 
 

Professional Development Day 
 
Provincial Council 
 
Board of Education Meeting, Elections 
 
BCPSEA Symposium 
 
Remembrance Day 
 
Board of Education Meeting 
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Kate Toye 
Chair 
Board of Education  
Kate.Toye@sd52.bc.ca 

 Andrew Samoil 
Superintendent 
Board of Education  
(250) 624-6717 

 


